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Hairstylist Harmonized Level 1 

STANDARDIZED LEVEL EXAM (SLE) BREAKDOWN 

The following table shows the number of questions per General Area of Competency (GAC) and 
Competency on the Hairstylist Harmonized Level 1 SLE. 
  

Number of questions on each exam: 100 

 

Level 1 GAC/Competency # 

A. PERFORM SAFETY-RELATED AND HYGIENIC FUNCTIONS 6 

 A1. Disinfect tools and equipment 2 

 A2. Sanitize towels, capes and smocks 2 

 A3. Maintain safe and hygienic work environment 2 

B. USE TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT 3 

 B1. Use and maintain manual tools 1 

 B2. Use and maintain electric tools 1 

 B3. Use and maintain major equipment 1 

C. CLIENT SERVICE 7 

 C1. Consult with clients 2 

 C2. Plan client services 3 

 C3. Drape client 1 

 C4. Use documentation 1 

D. USE COMMUNICATION AND MENTORING TECHNIQUES 2 

 D1. Use communication techniques 2 

E. ANALYZE AND RESPOND TO HAIR AND SCALP CONDITIONS 4 

 E1. Analyze hair and scalp 2 

 E2. Respond to unfavourable hair and scalp reactions 2 

F. SHAMPOO AND CONDITION HAIR AND SCALP 4 

 F1. Prepare hair for shampoo 0 

 F2. Manipulate hair and scalp using shampoo and conditioner 2 

 F3. Perform hair and scalp treatment 2 

G. CUT DIVERSE TEXTURES OF HAIR USING CUTTING TOOLS 15 

 G1. Cut hair with elevation 5 

 G2. Cut hair without elevation 5 
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Level 1 GAC/Competency # 

 G3. Customize haircuts 5 

H. CUT FACIAL AND NAPE HAIR 2 

 H1. Trim and remove nape hair 1 

 H2. Trim and remove facial hair 1 

I. STYLE WET HAIR 7 

 I1. Prepare and style wet hair 4 

 I2. Set wet hair 3 

J. STYLE DRY HAIR 7 

 J1. Prepare and style dry hair 7 

K. PERFORM CHEMICAL TEXTURE SERVICES ON HAIR 12 

 K1. Chemically wave hair 12 

L. COLOUR HAIR 12 

 L1. Describe colour theory 4 

 L2. Colour virgin hair and regrowth 4 

 L3. Colour hair using colour placement and techniques 4 

M. LIGHTEN HAIR 10 

 M1. Describe colour theory in relation to lightening 2 

 M2. Lighten virgin hair and regrowth 3 

 M3. Lighten hair using customized placement and techniques 3 

 M4. Tone pre-lightened hair 2 

N. PERFORM COLOUR CORRECTION 3 

 N1. Explain colour correction 3 

O. PERFORM SERVICES FOR HAIR EXTENSIONS, WIGS AND HAIRPIECES 1 

 O1. Select hair extensions, wigs and hairpieces 1 

 O2. Customize and maintain hair extensions, wigs and hairpieces 0 

P. PRACTICE BUSINESS FUNDAMENTALS 5 

 P1. Perform front-end responsibilities 3 

 P2. Control inventory and merchandise 2 

Total: 100 
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